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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-9, 1 1-20, 22-30, 32-41 and 49-52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
as being anticipated by Cannon. Cannon discloses in the specification a gaming 
apparatus and method comprising a plurality of different games, which operate 
simultaneously, and where one or more of the games can act as a bonus indicator. 
Column 8, lines 34-46 discusses the simultaneous play of the games. Column 8, line 
66 to column 9, line 20 and column 32, lines 55-60 disclose that different games may be 
played simultaneously. Column 24, lines 14-61 discusses a bonus which may be 
indicated by one or more of the games. Claim 93 of Cannon is also directed to a bonus 
resulting from at least one of the games. Any of the plurality of games played may be 
designated as a "primary" or "bonus" game, as there is nothing inherent in a primary 
game or bonus game which is not disclosed by Cannon. Cannon further discloses that 
the bonus indicator for one game operates independently of other simultaneous games. 
With respect to claims 2-6. 13-17, 23-27 and 34-38, Cannon discloses in Column 8, line 
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66 to column 9, line 1 1 discloses the specific games recited in the claims, including 
different types of reel games and roulette games. With respect to claims 7, 8, 18, 19, 
28, 29, 39 and 40, Cannon discloses in column 8, lines 24-29 that the gaming apparatus 
is linked to a casino management system and to other gaming machines. With respect 
to claims 9, 20, 30 and 41, Cannon discloses in column 15, lines 14-28 and column 19, 
lines 52-55 that the gaming apparatus includes a bonus indicator which shows 
participation in a tournament among linked machines. With respect to claims 11, 12, 32 
and 33, Cannon discloses in column 24, line 32 and column 28, line 10 that prizes may 
be awarded. Such prizes are inherently promotional. With respect to claim 50, Cannon 
discloses the provision of a bonus game when a bonus condition is met at column 24, 
lines 20-25. With respect to claim 51 , the bonus indicating games of Cannon operate 
randomly to indicate whether or not the player is entitled to a bonus. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed on October 3, 2006 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. The amendments to the claims do not overcome the Cannon 
reference. While applicant attempts to distinguish between the "bonus indicator" of the 
present invention and the games of Cannon, there is nothing about a "bonus indicator" 
which precludes the use of a game to provide such an indication. The "secondary" 
games of Cannon operate substantially simultaneously with the "primary" game, 
independent of any outcome of the "primary" game, and indicate whether a player is 
entitled to a bonus feature. Cannon thus reads on the claim limitations, including those 
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newly added. Applicant appears to be essentially trying to argue a negative limitation, 
in that the bonus indicator of Cannon contains game features which are not present in 
the present invention. However, setting aside the question of whether a negative 
limitation provides a basis for patentability, there is nothing in the claims which is not 
taught by Cannon. The rejections are maintained. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kurt Fernstrom whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4422. The examiner can normally be reached on M, T, Th 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gene Kim can be reached on 571 272-4463. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 

KF 

December 22, 2006 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 



